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03/16/00 A. Wendroff to R. Adamski, NYC DEP
06/09/00 R. Adamski, NYC DEP to A. Wendroff
01/16/02 X. Lopez, NYC DEP to A. Wendroff
01/16/02 A. Wendroff to “Dear Colleagues” [in ritualistic mercury research.]
01/16/02 M. Feinberg, SBCAC to X. Lopez, NYC DEP et al.
01/16/02 A. Wendroff to M. Feinberg, et al.
03/26/02 A. Lopez, NYC DEP to A. Wendroff
 
This correspondence illustrates the initial acquiescence of the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection to my suggestion that they sample wastewater from heavily Hispanic 
and Caribbean neighborhoods for elevated levels of mercury.  However, when I brought this issue 
to the attention of a community environmental organization, the South Bronx Clean Air Coalition 
(SBCAC), they “found [my] idea of doing wastewater sampling for ritual mercury curious.” And 
thought that “DEP resources would be put to much better use by ... testing the wastewater emitted 
by hospitals ...”  The SBCAC failed to appreciate the cost effectiveness of using wastewater 
mercury levels as an indirect indicator of mercury in homes.  Evidently the DEP bowed to the 
political pressure brought to bear by the SBCAC, as the last letter in this series illustrates.
 
Note that Deputy Commisioner A. Lopez’s letter refers to the NYAS Harbor Mercury Report 
(located on their web site: ) This study found that the input of mercury to the harbor from 
religious and cultural uses was equal to that from electric utility furnaces and just below that from 
households and broken clinical thermometers.
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