South Florida Water Management District

3301 Gun Club Road @ P.O. Box 24680 @ West Palm Deach, FL 33416-4680  (407) 686-8800 ® FL WATS 1-800-452-2045

RES 14-02

January 17, 1992

Dr. Arnold Wendroff
298 Marlborough Road
Brooklyn, NY 11226

Dear Dr. Wendioff:

Thank you for the information concerning the magico-religious uses of mercury by
members of the Hispanic and Haitian communities. | have taken the liberty of
forwarding this information to Dr. Tom Atkeson of the Florida Department of
Health and Rehabilitative Services. Dr. Atkeson is the Staff Director of the
Governor's Mercury in Fish and Wildlife Task Force. His office would also be
responsible for any monitoring or research programs concerning mercury and
human health Based on the materials you supplied, one area of concern is if a
monitoring program to ascertain mercury levels in recreational and subsistence fish
consumers were developed, the results could possibly be misleading due to the
magico-religious uses of mercury as outlined in the articles. The exact magnitude of
the domestic use of mercury in South Florida needs to be determined.

For your information, Dr. Atkeson can be reached at:

Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services
1317 Winewood Blvd.

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0700

(904) 488-3370

| appreciate your interest and efforts to protect the public's health. Please feel free
to contact me if | can be of further help.

Sincerely,
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Richard Pfeuffer’

Senior Environment Scientist
Everglades Systems Division
Research Department
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CGoverning Board:

Allan Milledge, Chairman - Miami James F.Nall - Fort Lauderdale Leab (i Schad - West Palm Beach Tilford C. Creel, Executive Director

Valerie Boyd, Vice Chairman - Naples Annie Betancourt - Miami Frank Williamson, dr. - Okeechobee Thomas K. MacVicar,Deputy Executive Director
Ken Adams - West Palm Beach Frankiin B. Mann - Fort Myers Fugene K. Pettis - Fort Lauderdale
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