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LS. CONSUMER PHORDUCT SAFETY CONMISSION

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20207

March 14, 2000

The Honorable Anthony D, Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives

501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D 20515

Dear Congressinan Weiner:

This will respond to your letter aud the concemns express:d by your constituent,
Dr. Amold Wendroff regarding elemental mercury. Under the Federal Hazardous
Substances Act, mercury is not banned, but is required to bear cautionary labeling when
sold to consuniers to warn them about potential hazards presented by the product.

Within the last year we have inspected many botanicas that were selling mercury
without tlie aporopriate cautionary statements. Letters of advice were issued to the
proprietors informing them that they were distributing a misbranded hazardous substance.
By letter, the s:aff gave the proprictors the labeling that would b required to meet the
minimum requirements of the FHSA. The staff also gave the proprietors a copy of the

safety alert on mercury thit was written in 1991 to address the concerns associated with
the ritualistic use of mercury, :
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Robert J. V
Director Congressx( nal Relations
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The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives BAG LA U0
Washington. .C. 20515 B

OFFICE OF
- ' SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY
Dear Cougressman Weiner: RESPONSE

Thank you for your letter of February 1, 2000, to Carol M. i3rowner, Administrator, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), regarding the concemns of your constituent Dr. Arnold
Wendroff about the ntualistic uses of elemental mercury. Aduiinis rator Browner has asked me
to respond.

[am committed to addressing the threat of the ritualistic uses of mercury and hope that
Ur. Wendroff will continue to work closely with the Ritualistic Uses of Mercury Task Force.
Convened in January 1999, its active members include representatives from EPA, the Agency for
Toxic Substance and Discase Registry (ATSDR), and various state and city Departments of
Health, including the New York City Departinent of Health and the New York State Department
of Health. The multi-agency Task Force recently developed a draft action plan to:

. evaluate the extent of the threat from ritualistic uses of ¢lemental mercury;

. create a strategic plan to cducate users of potential hizards;

. develop a research agenda to better define the extent of the problem;

. draft a national public health and environmental protocol to address potential
problems.

The action plan will intensify EPA’s efforts to understand and address this threat.
Toward this end. we ave working closely with the National Alliance for Hispanic Health (NAHH)
to convene an expert pancl this suinmer to review the action plan ard help develop a national
strategy. These consultations, which will include Dr. Wendroff and health experts from the
Latino and Caribbean community, will be invaluable in developing our next steps.

Also, the Task Force is coordinating its efforts with EPA’s Office of Research and
Development (ORD) to cusure that ritualistic use of mercury is inclided in future mercury
research plans. This research will be essential in helping to quantify the potential exposwe to at-
risk populations.

Thank you again for yowr ictter and your intetest in our efforts to address this insidious

problem. Please call Peter Redmond, EPA’s teamn leader for the R tualistic Use of Mercury Task m Recycled/Recyclable
Foree, at (703) 603-8751 if you would like any additional information. Printed with Soy/Canota Ink on paper that
containg al least 50% recycled fiber

Sin;crcly,

Stephen D. Luftig, Dicctor
Office of Emergency ind Remedial Response

cc: Dr. Amold Wendrolt




